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in the provinces. ' To be safe ', said Hebert,' you must kill
everybody/ A systematic attempt was made to carry out
the prescription. The Vendean revolt was stamped out in
blood, the inhabitants of Toulon and Lyons were practically
exterminated, and whole provinces were handed over to
military execution, in the hope of wiping out a population
which could not be coerced into submission.
Thus was the supremacy of the Jacobins established.
Before long, however, divisions began to manifest them-
selves in the ranks of the extreme party. A section led by
Danton, and inspired by the Vieux Cordelier of Camille
Desmoulins, desired to stay the hand of vengeance, and re-
establish a Government at once stable and comparatively
merciful. At the opposite pole were the followers of Hebert,
himself the advocate of unsparing terror and revolting
atheism. It was the Hebertists who, having forced the
Convention to abolish the Catholic religion and substitute
for it the worship of Reason, celebrated (10 November) the
Feast of Reason in the Cathedral of Notre Dame.
To the Hebertists Robespierre and his followers offered
uncompromising opposition. ' If God did not exist/ said
Robespierre,' it would be necessary to invent Him/ Athe-
ism he denounced as aristocratic. By an alliance with the
Dantonists, Robespierre crushed the Hebertists, and in
March 1794, Hubert himself, Chaumette and Anarcharsis
Clootz were sent to the guillotine. Having thus disposed
of the extreme Left, Robespierre next turned upon the
Moderates, and in April Danton, Camille Desmoulins and
many of their followers shared the fate of the Hebertists.
So Danton, the hero of Carlyle's famous epic, passes out of
the story.
The triumvirate of Robespierre, Couthon and St. Just was
now supreme. In May 1794 the Convention, at the instance
THE TRIUM- of Robespierre, resolved to recognize the
v IRATE           existence of a Supreme Being, and in Jurie
Robespierre himself presided over a blaspfiemous festival
designed in honour of the deity of his own creation. Two
days after this festival Couthon proposed to the Convention